Absalom’s Tomb
It seems that presidential hopefuls are taking to the campaign trail earlier this year.   As I observe the political rancor, the self-promotion, the unashamed pride, and the absolute disdain for those in authority, I cannot help but think they reflect the spiritual condition of American society.

The Bible says that in the last days, people … shall be lovers of their own selves, …despisers of those that are good, …traitors, heady, highminded, …and lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God (2 Tim.3:2-4).  Politicians are like magnets, thriving on the crowds that orbit them.  In Absalom fashion, they come with big promises, new bold ideas, charisma, charm, wit, and don’t forget the “PR” man.  Absalom had a Public Relations man named Ahithophel.  He was able to shape and mold Absalom, and teach him the strategy of rebellion.  He convinced Absalom that the best way to dethrone David was to show public contempt for authority, policies, and the king.  Absalom’s rebellion, combined with his own self-love and pride, paints an accurate picture of our own political system and society in America.  
Every candidate is itching to point out the wrongs, the injustices, the suffering and misery.  With a god-like quality and confidence, they offer themselves as the people’s answer.  Instead of turning back to God, we think the voting booth is the answer.  Ahithophel cheers, “Turn aside to Absalom.”  
The youthful generation that Absalom attracted never knew David.  To them he was no longer the father figure of the nation, a man of valor, and a godly man of prayer.  Our society has thrown down the gauntlet quite some time ago.  The education system is secular, no prayer or Bibles allowed.  Our courts have removed the Ten Commandments as the foundation of our justice system.  

By clever politics, charisma, swelling promises, wicked deception, and playing to the rebellion of the society, Absalom made his move.  The people liked the brazen and bold new upstart.  The people liked his freewheeling lifestyle and God-denying attitude.  There is a call for new leadership, a liberal and unrestrained morality, a sin-tolerant culture, and an individualism that is pure lawlessness.  What’s left but for the next Absalom to please announce his candidacy.   I believe that in Absalom, one can see the savvy of the Antichrist and his ambitions.  By lies and deceptions, the “Lawless One” will soon lead the world in final rebellion against God.   Let’s not get caught up in political rebellion.  The voting booth is a very poor substitute for the prayer closet.
Horst A. Trojahn, Pastor
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For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.


1 Samuel 15:23
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